WASHINGTON TURFGRASS
SEED COMMISSION

MINUTES
WA TURFGRASS SEED COMMISSION MEETING
Commission Meeting
Thursday, February 5, 2026
Pullman, WA

Call to Order: Chairman Jeff Tee called the meeting to order at 11:00am. Commissioners in attendance
were Jeff Tee, Jory Iverson, Derek Green, Jared Stevens (Via Zoom), Paul Marienau and Paula Lundt.
Also in attendance was Administrator Shane Johnson; Grower Travis Meacham; Handler Dallin lverson;
Researchers Michael Neff, Kate Kraszewska. Alec Kowalewski (Via Zoom) and Jessica Kalin. Other
grower and industry members were in attendance.

Research Reports and Proposals: Research reports and proposals were given by the researchers in
attendance.

Review Board Roster: Shane noted that the Commission is fully staffed and that Jared Stevens and Paul
Marienau will be the next to have their terms expire.

Approval of Minutes from December 11, 2025, Commission Meeting: With no discussion, Paul
Marienau moved, and Derek Green seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the December 11,
2025, meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

Review Interim Financial Report of Commission: Shane Johnson reviewed the Commission’s current
financial statements through January 31, 2026. Income to date totals $80,787.75. Expenses to date
total $90,523.71 giving the Commission a net loss of -$9,735.96. The current balance sheet shows total
cash assets of $168,228.98. Shane Johnson then reviewed the bank fees and checks that had been
written since December 1, 2025. Jory Iverson moved, and Paul Marienau seconded the motion to
approve the financial statements, bank fees and checks as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

Final Approval of Research Funding:
The 2026 research projects were reviewed, and funding decisions were made.
a) Kate Kraszewska, WSU - Design-Based Strategies to Enhance Vernalization Efficiency and
Organic By - Product Utilization in Pacific Northwest Agricultural Landscapes
a. After some discussion Derek Green moved and Paul Marienau seconded the motion
to deny funding for this project. The motion passed unanimously.
b) Kate Kraszewska, WSU - Developing a Turfgrass Management Training Curriculum to
Enhance Sustainable Stewardship in Washington State
a. After some discussion Paul Marienau moved and Derek Green seconded the motion
to approve the project up to $11,917.00. Kara Rowe and Shane Johnson were asked
to work with Kate to have her fine tune her proposal to be more in line with the
education program that the Commission is developing. The motion passed
unanimously.
c) Michael M. Neff, WSU — Vernalization, Flowering and Variety Development in Kentucky
Bluegrass
a. After some discussion Derek Green moved and Jeff Tee seconded the motion to
deny funding for this project. The motion passed unanimously.
d) Michael M. Neff, WSU — Understanding and Enhancing Seed Germination in Kentucky
Bluegrass
a. After some discussion Derek Green moved and Paul Marienau seconded the motion
to deny funding for this project. The motion passed unanimously.




e) Ruying Wang/Alec Kowalewski, OSU — Exploring allelopathic potential of Kentucky bluegrass
plant extract for annual bluegrass control (Year 2)
a. Ruying and Alec are not asking for second year of funding.
f) Jessica Kalin, WSU — Weed Management in Turfgrass for Seed
a. Jessica asked the commission if they would be willing to grant a no-cost extension.
The commissioners had no issues with this and asked that she work with Shane and
the granting office at WSU to get the necessary paperwork in place.

g) Other —The group discussed asking Michael Neff to look at focusing his work on variety
development. The group felt that they could allocate some money for this work. It was
suggested that the Commission allocate around $35,000 to Michael Neff for Turfgrass Seed
variety work.

2026 Marketing & Promotion and Education & Outreach Plan: Kara Rowe with KR Creative went over
her plans for 2026. Plans include a full Washington Grown episode on Turfgrass Seed, development and
launching of the Turf Management Bootcamp training program.

2026-2027 Annual Budget: Shane presented the 2026-2027 proposed budget. After some discussion,
the following amendments were made and approved by the Commissioners:

e The group suggested using a total gross assessment income of $153,000.

e The group approved, by consensus, to allocate $35,000 for Michael Neff to conduct variety

improvement research work.

Paul Marienau moved, and Derek Green seconded the motion to approve the proposed budget with the
amendments stated above. The motion passed unanimously. A copy of the approved budget is
attached.

Reports:
WSU Seed Farm Advisory Committee: Michael Neff gave an update on the activities at the WSU
Seed Farm as part of his research presentation.
WA Turfgrass Seed Association: Travis Meacham gave a report on the activities of the WA
Turfgrass Seed Association (WTSA).
WSDA Report: Paula Lundt gave a report on the activities of the WA State Seed Lab.

Service Agreement Contract Extension: Paula informed the Commissioners that the contract between
the Commission and Ag Association Management is up for renewal. Shane left the room so the
Commissioners could discuss. Derek Greeen moved and Paul Marienau seconded the motion to
approve the contract extension between the Commission and Ag Association Management in the
amount of $26,000 per year, a $1,000 per year increase. The motion passed unanimously. Jeff Tee
moved and Paul Marienau seconded the motion amending the 2026-27 proposed budget to reflect the
change to the Administration expense by $1,000 per year. The motion passed unanimously.

Annual Meeting and Field Day: The group discussed the location for the 2026 Turfgrass Seed field day.
The dates was set for Thursday, June 4. The field day will take place at the WSU Grass Breeding Farm in
Pullman, WA.

Next Commission Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 4, 2026, at the WSU Seed
Farm. This will be the Commissions Annual meeting and Field Day.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm.
Submitted by:

Shane Johnson, Executive Director

Attested to by:

Commissioner




WASHINGTON TURFGRASS SEED COMMISSION

2026-2027 Proposed Budget

|
Income 2026-27
Assessments 2025-26 Budget Proposed Budget
Barenbrug $ 45,000.00 $ 45,000.00 $ 45,000.00
Columbia River Seed $ 30,000.00 $ 30,000.00 $ 30,000.00
Dye Seed Ranch $ - $ 5,000.00 $ -
Fusion Seed Company $ 7,000.00 $ 7,000.00 $ 7,000.00
Great Basin Seeds $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00
Himark Seeds $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00
Integrated Seed Growers $ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00
North Basin Seed Growers $ 18,000.00 $ 18,000.00 $ 18,000.00
Seeds, Inc. $ 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00
The Scotts Company $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00
Turf Merchants $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00
Total Assessment Income $ 153,000.00 $ 158,000.00 $ 153,000.00
Other
Interest $ 28.37 $ 250.00 $ 250.00
Total Other $ 28.37 $ 250.00 $ 250.00
Total Income $ 153,028.37 $ 158,250.00 $ 153,250.00
Expenses
Administration $ 25,000.00 $ 25,000.00 $ 26,000.00
Bank Service Charges $ - $ 50.00 $ 50.00
Education & QOutreach $ 45,000.00 $ 45,000.00 $ 45,000.00
Meeting & Travel $ 4,000.00 $ 3,000.00 $ 5,000.00
Market and Promotion $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00
Miscellaneous (Plaque) $ - $ 500.00 $ 500.00
Membership/Sponsorship $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
Nomination Meeting Notice $ 130.57 $ 300.00 $ 300.00
Office Supplies $ 250.00 $ 250.00 $ 300.00
Postage $ 100.00 $ 500.00 $ 500.00
Printing, Copies, Mailings $ 250.00 $ 200.00 $ 200.00
Research $ 50,000.00 $ 50,000.00 $ 46,917.00
WSU Research Farm $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
State of Washington $ 3,800.00 $ 3,800.00 $ 3,800.00
Commission Dissolution $ - $ - $ -
Website Expense $ - $ 3,000.00 $ 3,000.00
Total Expenses $ 193,530.57 $ 196,600.00 $ 196,567.00 | |
Net Income $ (40,502.20) $ (38,350.00) $ (43,317.00)
Reserve Fund as of May 31, 2025 091 9% 177,964.94
Estimated Income 2025-26 $ 153,028.37
Estimated Cash Assets | $ 330,993.31
Estimated 2025-26 Expenses $ 193,530.57
Estimated Reserve Fund on May 31, 2026 070 | $ 137,462.74
Estimated Income 2026-27 $ 153,250.00
Estimated Cash Assets | $ 290,712.74
Estimated 2026-27 Expenses $ 196,567.00
Estimated Reserve Fund on May 31, 2027 048 | $ 94,145.74
Resolution Breakdown $ Amount Percent of Total
Research $ 61,917.00 43.6%
Education & Outreach $ 45,000.00 31.7%
Marketing $ 35,000.00 24.7%
Total $ 141,917.00 100%
1|$10K added - for Turf Management Bootcamp Training
2| To Assn for Membersl‘ﬁp




